MODEL LETTER TO SENATORS TO CO-SPONSOR

Dear Senator __________,

I am writing to urge you to co-sponsor S. 2279, the International Violence Against Women Act, a groundbreaking piece of legislation that would significantly expand efforts worldwide to end violence against women and girls. 

We know that at least one out of every three women globally will be beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime, with rates reaching 70 percent in some countries. Millions of women and girls experience violence every day including rape, domestic violence, acid burning, dowry deaths, honor killings, human trafficking, female genital cutting and other harmful practices. 

As my Senator, I am asking that you support the International Violence Against Women Act, making violence against women a U.S. diplomatic priority for the United State. This legislation is very important because it will:

· Create the first US State Department coordinator working explicitly on Violence Against Women;

· Develop strategies in 10-20 countries for US programs to address violence against women and girls;

· Integrate best practices on addressing such violence into existing US foreign assistance programs;

· Fund international programs that prevent violence, support health programs and survivor services, encourage legal accountability, promote access to economic opportunities and education, and better address violence against women in humanitarian crisis situations;  

· Develop emergency measures to respond to a mass outbreak of violence against women and girls in armed conflict, like mass rape;

· Prevent sexual exploitation and abuse by US personnel overseas by creating training and accountability mechanisms;

· Expand U.S. financial support for overseas non-governmental organizations working to end violence against women and girls.

For the first time, through the International Violence Against Women Act, the United States has a historic opportunity to raise this issue in its diplomatic work and have an impact on the suffering of millions of women around the world. As my Senator, you have the power to make a real difference in the lives of millions of women and girls by co-sponsoring S. 2279, the International Violence Against Women Act. I urge you to do just that.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Your Address
